Standing Orders:

clearlv that there is an atfempt in the
Standing Order to introduce a new prac-
tiee xhich will waterally take away the
power of the people in regard to faxa-
tion, in regard to the appropriation of
the results of taxation, and to transfer
that power to a Chamber which cannot
in the same degree be called represenfa-
tive and which does not possess the same
responsibility, and ecannot be made in
the same way amenable to the popular
will, as this Chamber. I will conclude
by giving one farther extract from a
speech made by Sir John Forrest at the
Federal Convention. He spoke as one
who had had some years’ experience of
the enforcement of this particular clause.
In speaking of this question he expressed
himself as follows:—
¢ The right honourable member
(Mr. Reid) quoted Sir Samuel Grif-
fith to show that there was very little
difference between the power of sug-
gesfion and the power of amendment.
I, with the greatest respect to that
authority, think that there is a very
great difference between the two
powers. In the one case the Upper
House merely sends back the Bill ask-
ing the Lower House if it will be
good enough to amend the Bill, but
the Lower House says, * No, we can-
not do anything of the sort,’ so that
the responsibility of throwing out the
Bill rests with the Upper House. In
the other case the Upper House sends
the Bill amended down to the Lower
House, and the responsibility of throw-
ing out the Bill resis with the Lower
Hounse.”’
That is when an amendment has been
made. Dot after five yvears’ experience
of the working of Section 46, after a
more intimate acquaintance with its
working than was possessed by any other
member of either Honse, knowing that
it bad been treated to that time, as it
las been trealed until now, as a mere
machinery section, intended fo carry out
the purpose of its mover and of those
who adopted if, Sir John Forrest re-
garded Section 46 as a thoroughly harm-
less section, a section giving a weaker
power than the power of amendment;
whereas the Standing Order of the Legis-
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lative Couneil wonld, if it became opera-
tive, give a greater power. This power
to press a request would give a greater
power io the Legislative Counecil in re-
speect of those Bills over which it is sap-
posed to exercise no power at all than is
given to that body in respect of Bills over
which it has equal powers with this House.
I veniure to submit I have shown suffi-
cient reasons why my motion should be
adopted.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
I second the motion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan) : In view of the weighty
matter laid before us by the member for
Subiaco, which, together with the section
in guestion, I should like to consider care-
fully before speaking to the House, I
move that the debate be adjourned.

Motion passed ; debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9.35 o'clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Negislative Council,
Tuesday, 13th August, 1907,
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OBITUARY—CONDOLENCE.

The PRESIDENT : In accordance
with the resolution passed on the 23rd
Jule. T wrote a latter of condolence to
Mrs, Dempster, and have received this
reply ¢

«3[ps, C. E. Dempster and family
wish to rveturn their sincere thanks for
vour kind expressions of sympathy in
their lale sad bereavement.

Springfield, Northam, August Oth,
1”07.”

STANDING ORDERS AS AMENDED.

The PRESIDENT reported having
presented to His Esxcellency the Governor
the Standing Orders adopted by the
Couneil on the 1st August, and having
received the following reply :—

« . President and Honourable

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council—

T have mueh pleasure in approving
of the Standing Orders adopted by
vour Honourable Honse on the 1st

August, 1907,

Fred. G. D. Bedford, Governor.”

PAPERS PRESENTED.

1, Report of the Fishing Industry fqr
1906. 2, Explosives Act, 1895— Addi-
tional Explosives authorised. 3, Mining
Development Act, 1902—Statement of
Expenditure to 30th June, 1907. 4,
Audit Act, 1904—Orders in Council under
Section 35.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS (NEW),
WASHAWAYS,

Hon. J. W. WRIGHT asked the Col-
onial Secrefary : 1, How many chains of
formation and banks respeetively, on
the Wagin-Dumbleyung and Katanmng-
Kojonup Railways, have been either
washed away or submerged during the
veecent rains 3 2, What is the estimated
cost of repairing the damage to same in
each instance ? 3, Have trains been
unable to proceed the whole length of
Jines in consequence of damage caused
to the railways by flood waters? 4,
Who is the engineer responsible for the
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grading and constructing of the low
banks in each instance ?

The COLONTAT, TREASURER re-
plied : 1, Wagin-Dumbleyung : six

chains of formation flooded, and ballast

washed™ away., Panks neither washed
awav nor submerged. Katanning-Ko-

jonup : eighteen feet of formation flooded
and ballast washed away. Banks neither
washed away nor suhmerged. 2, Whagin-

Dumblevung :  £3. Katanning=Kojon-
up : Gz, 6d. 3, Wagin-Dambleyung :

Yes. Train tabled for 3lst July was
cancelled, but ran on the following day
instead. Katanning - Kojonup :  No.
Trains have continued to run over the
full length of line. 4, The Engineer for
Railway Construction.

MOTION—RAILWAY RATES, IFRE-
MANTLE-ARMADALE,

Hon. M. L. MOSS {West) moved—

That this House is of opinion that the
passenger fares on the Fremantle-Arma-
dale Railway line should be revised so
that the seme be placed upon a more
equitable basis than now prevailing, and
ihat the deting Commissioner of Rail-
ways be directed that all goods sent by
rail from Fremanile to the South-Western
districts be dispatched wia the Jandakot
line,
He said ¢ There is an impression abroad
in the Fremantle district that the Rail-
way Department are doing their best to
kill the line that runs from Fremantle
through the Jandakot Area to Armadale ;
and I move this motion mainly with the
ohjeet of enabling the Government to
make a statement in refutation of the
belief that prevails as to the intention
of the Railway Department. That rail-
way, as members know, was constructed
to give the people of Fremantle a shorter
cut to the South-Western Distriet, and
if the line is utilised properly a distance
of some twelve miles is saved in the
journey between Fremantle and Bun-
bury. But I am credibly informed that
the department, instead of encouraging
the people in the Fremantle district to
use the new line, are placing every ob-
stacle in the way ; ave doing their best
to deter people from using it. TUntil I
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was furnished with particulars by per-
sons in a position to know somethine of
the matter, I declined to take any action:
but L have heen informed by those who
profess to know that these are a few of
the cireumstances in whieh the line is
warked. | understaind that a goods train
with a car attached leaves Fremantle at
S aan.—a  very slow  traim which
generally  dues pol start to time and
freanently arrives in Fremantle at 190.:20,
thus aceupying two and a-half hours in
a journey of ninefeen miles. T need
hardly say this is no great encouragement
to people from the South-Western Dis-
trict to travel vig Jandakot. I am farther
informed that a goods train with a ear
attached leaves Fremantle at 8.30 p.m.—
& very slow train which frequently ar-
rives in Armadale at 1 awm., oceupying
four and a balf hours on the journey.
These are the only trains leaving Arma-
dale over the Jandakot line, and thus it
. will be seen how the deparfment are
caiering fur the passenger traffic. As to
the traffic from the Fremantle end I am
informed there is only one train a day.
At 3.30 a very slow train starts from
that end, and does not arrive at Armadaie
till 3 o'cloek, and sometimes later.
Moreover, I think the country is entitled
to some information as to the goods
traffic over the line, for if the information
I have received is correct, I hardly know
why a line through the Jandakot Area
was made ; and the action of the depart-
ment is very unfair to people vesident
in my provinee, which contains this
branch line, that in ordinary circumstances
would save 12 miles in the haulage of
goods, but is not being utilised, goods being
sent by a cireuitous route through Perth,
exactly as they were before the construc-
tion of the branch line. I am informed
that goods earvied 31 miles from Fre-
mantle to Armadale vig Perth are charged
at the same rate as if carried vie Janda-
kot, though the latter route is 11 miles
shorter. I should like to know why that
is so, and why the new line cannot be
utilised. It will be very unfair for the
country to he presently informed that
the new line is not paying. Neo wonder
it is not paving when the department are
doing their best to divert the traffic in
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another direction, while at the same time,
to prevent public complaint, the goods
are heing carried an additional 11 or 12
iniles by the circuitous route at the same
rate as would be charged for the shorter
journey. I am informed also that
instances ean be given of a settler south
of Armadale ordering some tons of goods
from Fremantle and requesting that they
should be sent by Jaundakot line. The
Rauilway Departuent, however, elected to
forward them wie Porth, and when the
department were approached for an ex-
planation they said the charge for the
railage of 31 wiles via Perih was exacily
the same -as over the Jandakot iine of 20
miles. The passenger fares charged on the
line seem grossly unfair. For a first-
class return ticket from Fremantle to
Armadale via Jandakot, a distance of 20
miles, the fare is 4s. 5d., whilst 3s. 6d.
is the fare from Derth to Armadale, a
distance of 10 miles. For the one mile
exira there is a charge of 11d.

Hon. TW. Kingsmill : Consider the ex-
tra time for which the public use the
train.

Hon. M. L. MOS8S : 1 forgot that;
but I hardly think it is a sufficient excuse
for compelling the people of Fremantle
to pay 11d. for a journey of one mile,
when they desire te avold an additional
11-miles’ journey. I know the excuse
will be made that though the journey
from Perth to Armadale is only one mile
shorter than from Fremantle to Arma-
dale via Jandakot, the 19 miles from
Pecth is within what is koown as the
suburban radius, while the Jandakot line
is ontside that radius. Well, the sooner
the suburban radins is made 20 miles in-
stead of 19 niiles, and those desiring to
travel from Fremantle to Armadale by
the shorter route are put on the same
footing as residents of Perih, the better
for them and probably the better for the
railway from a financial pomnt of view.
I need hardly say that general disappoint-
ment is expressed at Fremantle with this
highly unsatisfactory service between that
place and Armadale. It is felt, and I
confess there is mueh to justify the feel-
ing, that an attempt is being made to
unduly prejudice the Jandakot line so
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as to bring the traffic through Perth.
The line has cost a considerable sum of
public money, and I think we can
fairly ask that the department shall

enable it to secure the traffic to
which it can make a legitimate
.elaim, I am informed that the

gonveniences along the line are exceed-
ingly primitive, that it would not cost
much to ereet a few rough sidings; and
I believe, if those sidings were erected, we
should find the settlers in the Jandakot
Area utilising the line much more freely.
The Honse does not require me to re-
mind them that the population of the
Fremantle distriet is nearer 30,000 than
20,000, and that consequently the traffie
between Fremantle and the South-West-
ern Distriets is considerable. There is
no reason why large bulk lines should con-
tinue to be hanled through Perth, no
reason why people should be penalised
either by being compelled to have their
goods hauled an additional 12 miles, or
by a differential rate imposed with the
idea of enabling the route wia Perth to
compete unduly and unfairly with the
route via Jandakot. I am told that many
people in the South-Western Districts
have complained to business people at
Fremantle that with the higher fares via
Jandakot as eompared with the fares via
Perth, people are compelled to go to
Perth to make their purchases, when in
other cireumstances, if the fares were ar-
ranged on a more equitable basis, they
would go to Fremantle. I do not kmow
that it is the duty of the Railway Depart-
ment to attempt to divert to another part
of the State traffic which legitimately be-
longs to Fremantle; and I shall therefore

wait with some degree of curiosity to -

know why it is that the people who desire
to travel over this branch railway are to
be penalised in the way I have indicated.
I bave quite a number of other items up-
on these notes that have been handed to
me which I shall be prepared to show the
Minister—1 presume he will ask for an
adjonrnment of this debate with the idea
of consulting the Railway Department—
however, I think that even the faw mat-
ters to which I have referred indicate
clearly that it is a question that calls for
some reply, and that there is a legitimate
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number of grievances existing in connec-
tion with it.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I have pleasure in seconding the motion.
From the first hint that there was a like-
lihood of a railway being made from
Fremantle to Armadale I was in favour
of it, as I thought it was due to Fre-
mantle and Jandakot and the people on
the South-Western line that the shortest
eommnnication possible should be made
between Fremantle and the South-West-
ern Railway; and I am sorry to hear that
there is anything approaching a desire—
of course the information may not he
altogether correet, but I take it that the
hon. member has made himself aequaint-
ed as far as he possibly can with the
faets of the case, and we can accept, at
present, what he has given us until it
is contradicted — ar an attempt to
divert legitimate traffic from Fremantle
to the Sonth-Western Railway at all, and
I hope that this honourable House will
make it quite ¢lear and plain that we
will not allow the Railway Department
to do anything that is unjust or unfair
or improper in regard to this railway.
T hope members are of this opinion that
we should insist on the Railway Depart-
ment doing its duty in regard to the
railway instead of retarding it or failing
to make the best possible use of it
[Hon. M. L. Moss : Turning it into a
white elephant.] Quite so. I should be
sorry if there was any motive of that
kind. One can understand the official
element showing itself to some extent
at any rate in regard to this railway, but
the settlers at Jandakot have waited a
long time to get this comniunication with
Fremantle, their proper port and the
proper place for the sale of their pro-
ducts, and they should not be disap-
pointed in their expectations. I hope
the Minister will see that the strictest
inquiry is made into this matter, and
that if there is any iniquify or unjust
action towards that railway and the set-
tlers along it, it will be altered imme-
diately.

Hon E. MeLARTY (South-West) :
1 have much pleasure in supporting the
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motion, because 1 know of my own ex-
perience that Fremantle has been con-
siderably handicapped for a number of
years. In the olden days before we had
a railway to Perth, I personally did all
my business with Fremantle merchants ;
and most of the settlers throughout the
South-West did their business at Fre-
mantle ; but we found that the delay was
s0 great in getting our goods from Fre-
mantle, becanse they had to be sent to
Perth and were shunted off there so that
it usnally teok five or six days to get
them—~that we were oblized to sbandon
all connection with Fremantle and trans-
fer onr buginess to Perth. T think now
that we bhave a more direct route via
Jandakot, it is due to the people of Fre-
mantle and also to the people of the
South-West that the Fremantle-Arma-
dale Railway should be utilised as much
ag possible, Already I have found con-
siderable benefit through that railway in
the trucking for instance of stock from
Roblb’s Jetty. There is a large business
done there, and it obviates the necessity
of travelling the stock all round that
additional distance vig Perth, and it
reduces the cost accordingly. The
freight on stock is almost prohibitive,
and I can assure the House that the
people of the South-West feel the slight
relief afforded by the construction of the
Fremantle-Armadale Railway very much.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL (North) : I think
myself it is purely a matter of adminis-
tration. The House is asked to express
an opinion that the passenger fares on
the Fremantle-Armadale Railway should
be reduced so that they may be placed
on a more equitable basis, T do not
know really whether the fares are equit-
able or inequitable ; it is purely a matter
for the Government or those administer-
ing the Railway Department 1o give
reasons why these apparently excessive
charges are made in respect to this line.
But when the House is asked to express
an opinion that ihe rates of fares should
be reduced, I think it is asking members
to take too much responsibility on their
shoulders, too much of the detail of the
work of the railway system of the coun-
try.  Probably the Colonial Secretary
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when he speaks will give reasons. If not
I think tbe matter should be adjourned
so that the reasons of the Traffic Manager
may be ascertained.

Hon. M. L. Moss : I am satisfied with
that. I want to know the reasons.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL : I do not feel in-
ciined to commit myself to express an
opinon that these fares should be altered,
and I do not feel inelined to support
the motion for the simple reason that I
do not know anything at all about the
matter. As T stated before it is & matter
of administration, which I think -those
controlling the railways should in their
diseretion be allowed to use.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) : T agree with the hon,
member who has just sat down. It seems
to me this is really a matter of adminis-
tration. In speaking to his motion, Mr,
Moss departed somewhat from the word-
ing of it. What he complained about
particularly was as to the time oceupied
in running these trains; but there is no-
thing in the motion about that. I am
not in a position to say whether the hon.
mernber i right or not in this regard, but
I have certain information in regard to
the matters mentioned in the motion. If
I have none in regard to the time oceu-
pied in ruoning the trains it is the fault
of the hon. member, because he has not
mentioned in the motion that there was
agy complaint in that regard at all. The
motion says that the fares are not equit-
sble. They are cheaper than the ordin-
ary fares, though they are higher than the
suburban fares. In fact they are on
what is known as the outer-suburban
seale; they are on exactly the same secale
as that charged from Midland Junction
to Chidlow's Well, or from Perth to Ar-
madale. The fares are based on the
same scale from Fremantle to Armadale
as from Perth to Armadale, that is, on
the outef-suburban scale. For the in-
formation of hon. merabers I will give an
instanee of what these charges are. For
10 miles first class the suburban rafe is
1s. 8d., the outer-suburban rate is 2s, 24,
while the ordinary fare is 2s. 6d. Surely
members will at once recognise that there
is nothing inequitable about these fares.
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They are simply the outer-suburban
farves; and surely the Fremantle-Arma-
ttale Railway is rightly elassed on the
outer-saburhan table just as Perth to
Avmadale is. So there is no favouritism
shown to L’erth in that, the fares being
on exactly the same scale. Now take the
question of goods. The hon. member
said that the Railway Department has
nnduly favoured Perth. I elaim that he
hos failed to establish that point at all.
Certain goods are certainly taken round
- wia Perth, but those are goods in small
lots—the hon. member quoted an in-
stanee of several tons, and the reason is
that there is not sufficient traffic along
the Jandakot route to run as many trains
as from Perth, and if the goods did not
@0 wiea Perth the result would be that
these goods would have to remain at the
despatehing station, Perth or Armadale,
for a considerable time. When there is
a train load, or anything approaching a
train load, the goods go by the shorter
route. I fail to see the benefit to Perth
or the injustice to Fremantle if certain
small lots of goods go via Perth rather
than wig Jandakot. Let me add that these
goods eost no more to the consignee if
sent vig Perth, beesuse they are charged
exactly the same rate as if they go wie
Jandakot. Tt is only for the conveni-
ence of customers of the railway that
the goods are sent wiz Perth instead of
having them lying at Armadale or Fre-
mantle for several days. It does not
cosl the people any more; and is it likely
that the Railway Department would take
the trouble and go to the expense of
sending these goods 12 miles farther for
nothing at all? Tt is done for the con-
venience of the people in order that the
zoods may not be delayed. When there
is a full train of goods they are always
taken by the shorter route. The other
point the hon. member touched on, the
matter of the time oceupied in the train
journeys, T will bring under the attention
of the Railway Department and under
the notice of the Minister for Railways,
and see if it is possible to have it altered,
If the hon. member is correct in the in-
formation he has received on that point
it seems rather long. However, I main-
fain there is no case made out why the
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faves should be reduced, or why all goods
should be compelled te go by this par-
ticular route. The latter part of the
motion is that the Aeting Commissioner
of Rallways he directed that all goods
sent by rail from Fremantle to the South-
Western Distriets be despatehed zia the
Jandakot line. I do think it is hardly
a motion this House should pass. We
should not direet in matters of detail
what the Acting Commissioner of Rail-
ways is to do. The Acting Commissioner
of Railways is asked to work the rail-
ways on a business basis. Are we going
to direct that, because there are a few
tons of goods at Fremantle, instead of
sending them 1ibe long way which costs
the people no more, he is to put on a
special train and praetically a train or
several trains a day, just for the sake of
ranning traffie over that line rather than
run it the other way when it costs the
people no more? I quite agree it is
purely a matter of administration, and I
would ask the House not to agree to the
motion. I do not suppose the hon, mew-
ber mtends to press it since these things
have been brought under his notice,
Probably the explanation I have given
will satisfy him and the House that there
1s no intention on the part of the Rail-
way Department to make that railway,
as has been said, a white elephant, or
to do any injustice to it at all. Of
course the hon. member says it will ap-
pear later on in the aceounts that this
railway is a non-paying line ; but that is
only a matter of hookkeeping, and it can
always be explained in this way; but for
the sake of having things appear rvight
on paper is the hon. member going te ask
the department te spend thousands of
pounds so that one railway will appear
a hetter paying line under the other sys-
tem?

Hon. M. L. MOS8 (in reply as
mover) : My chief aim in bringing this
motion forward was to direet attention
to the way in which this railway was
being worked.  Presently T shall ask
permission to withdraw the motion, but
I desire to say now that I am not at all
satisfied with the answer I have had. In
the first place, with regard to these pas-
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senger fares, I cannot see yet why one
nile difference between Fremantle and
Armadale as against Perth and Armadale
should be charged 11d. for,

The Colonial Secretary : The fare is
charged at the same rate, namely subunr-
ban rate.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : I know that the
department can by some arbitrary means
fix the suburban rate. The position is
this, The fare from Perth fo Armadale
veturn is 3s. 6d., and from Fremantle to
Armadale, one mile farther, 4s. 54
There is a general complaint in Fremantle
on this question, and I am voicing a
legitimate grievance when I eomplain that
the sum of 11d. has to be paid for the
additional mile of the journey I have
indicated. = Why people for all time
should be penalised in this manner I
am at a loss to understand. T think the
Acting Comimissioner of Railways should
have these rates revised and the qnestion
of faves placed on a more equitable basis.
With regard to the goods traffic, I am
still dizsatisfied on that point. We know
perfectly well that the largest quantities
of bulk goods go from Fremantle, and
that the storekeepers in the South-West
oblain much larger supplies from Fre-
mantle than from any other railway
station in the State. 1 believe that by
so altering the method of dealing with
the cargo given to the Commissioner of
Railways for carviage to the South-West-
ern Distriets, trains could be kept running
mare regularly and a mueh better service
pertain than has in the past. That is
the opinion of a very large section of the
penple in the province I represent. This
iz noi an imaginary grievance, but is
one which I am fully justified in bring-
ine before this House, as this is the only
place where T can express the dissent of
the people I represent. It has been said
that this 15 a matter of adununistration,
but are not all acts of administration that
are inconsistent and might cause injury
to the people in any locality to be brought
before Parliament for redress simply be-
cause it is a matter that should be deait
with by the Commissioner of Railways
who had omitted so to deal with them in
the past 7 The fare at present between
the places I have mentioned is too high,
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and the system of sending the traffie
through Perth is wrong. I would like to
kinow whether, before the line was bnuilt,
rouds were sent at the same rates as the
present timg. We have not had nearly
enough information, but I do not propose
to ask the House to record their vote on
the matter. I admit that the moiion is
not couched in sueh language as to form
the snbject matter of a resolution of the
House, and I recognise with other hon.
members that it is not becoming for us
to give directions in this House, by way
of resolution, to the Conuwissioner of
Railways that he should do these things.
1 am satisfied that T have been able to
make a complaint, and I hope that the
Railway Department will consider the
grievances that the people of Fremantle
are subjected to at the present time.
Later on in the session, if measures for
relief are not supplied, I must again
move in the maiter, and on that oceasion
will supply the House with more material
than T have on this occasion. T have not
moved to-day on my own account, but
numeronts people have spoken to me with
vegard to it. 1 declined to move until
they gave me something in black and
white whieh would justify the course I
have taken. Having had the opportunity
of giving thig amount of publiciiy to he
matter and hoping that the Minister will
eommunicate with the Minister for Rail-
ways., and at any rate see that the griev-
ances the people have in reference to
the exeessive passenger fares are ve-
dressed, 1 hee leave 1o withdraw the
motion. .
Motion hy leave withdrawn.

BILL—MARINE INSURANCE.
In Commiliee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
When the Bill was last before the House,
Lhe had moved that progress be reported
beeanse he had received a eomunication
desiring that a certain pew clause be
added to the Bill. Sinee then, he had
consulted with the legal advisers of the
Government with ihe result that it was
now deemed unnecessary that such clause
shonld be added.

Schedules, Titles—agreed to.
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Bill reported without

report adopted.

amendment ;

BILL—MARRIAGE ACT AMEND-
MENT.
In Committee.

Clauses 1 to 5 agreed to.

Clause 6— Amendment of Section 8 :

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : What was
the meaning of the alteration ¢

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
The clause dealt with the question of
witnesses, and the amendment was to de-
crease the age limit of witnesses from 18
years to 16. The amendment was pro-
pesed at the unanimous request of the
churches, for it had been found in some
instances that it was difficult to obtain
witnesses of the age of 18 years. Incon-
venience would be prevented by redueing
the age to 16,

Question passed.

Clause 7—Amendment of Section 12 :

The COLONTAL SECRETARY
moved an amendment—

That in ling 15 the words “ or districts

wherein the parties to such marriages
have” be struck oul, and °‘ wherein one
of the parties to such marriage has ™ be
tnserted in lien thereof.
By this amendment it was provided that
the banns for a marriage should be called
in the districts in which both the bride
and bridegroom resided. Under the ex-
isting Aet it was only necessary to have
the banns proelaimed in one district, and
it was hard to explain how that provision
had been inserted. It was considered
that the banns should he called in more
than one district, and the majority of the
churches were of that opinion.  The
amendment sinply meant that the banns
should be proclaimed in the districts
where the parties resided.

Amendment passed.

Clause also amended consequentially,
and agreed to.

Clauses 8, 9, 10—agreed to.

Clause 11 —Monthly returns :

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD : This
¢lause provided that where no marriage
had taken place, returns had to be sent
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in by the minister. There might be scores
of oministers who never solemnized
marriages, yet aecording to the eclause
they would bave to send in blank returns
to the registrar every month. Was this
provision necessary ¥

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Registrar General considered the provi-
sion necessary.  Several ministers of
religion had waited on bim (the Colonial
Seeretary) in regard to this and other
matters, and were quite satisfied after the
explanation given. There was no hard-
ghip in a minister sending in a return
of the marriages marked blank. Having
the duiy to make out a list of marriages
monthly, it was not likely that a minister
would overlook the work.

Clause agreed to.

Clauses 12 to 15—agreed to,

New Claunse—Amendment of Seection
28 :

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
that the following be inserted as Clause
10 :—

Section 28 of the principal Act is here-
by amended by inserting after the word
“declaration” the words “or in any notice
or certificate required before solemniza-
tion, or in the registration of the marriage
when solemnized.”

Hon. J. W. HACEETT : What was
the difference between “ solemnized ” and
“ celebrated.” A Judge might ask what
was the distinetion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
These were the words used in the princi-
pal Act,

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : Would it
not be well to stick to one term ¢

Clause passed.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments ; report
adopted.

BILL—EDUCATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) : In moving the second
reading of this Bill, T do not think it
needs many words of explanation, for it
is chiefly to correct a few errors in the
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present Aci which have caused some
trouble. Clanse 2 is an amendment of
63 Victoria, No. 3, Section 6. The sub-
sections {a) and (b} of that section are
unchanged, but to subsection (¢) an addi-
tion was made in 1905, but was badly
drafted. It insisled on attendance if a
school was within 12 miles of ihe house
and 10 miles at least of that distance
might be travelled by rail; thus a parent
whose children had only one wmile to
walk and six to travel by rail could claim

that be was not covered by the Act. The
present amendment simply expresses
what was intended in 1905. The last

three lines of the subclause are new, and
are a proviso fixing the minimum time
which shall ecount as a minimum attend-
ance. A parent who had been fined for
net sending his child to school saw that
under the clauvse he could demand that if
he sent the child at nine o'clock it
should be let out at 11 o’clock. He made
the demand, and the Crown Law officers
stated that we could not refuse. The pro-
viso is to obviate this difficulty. The Bill
is really constituied of one clavse; buf
Clause 3 repeals certain sections of ihe
existing Elementary Education Act. The
amendment of the Act of 1871, Seciion
21, is repealed. This section allois a sum
from the public grant, if any, for hooks,
etcetera, not exceeding 5s. per head for
children in Governmeni schools. This is
a relict of old days before represenfative
Government, and is meaningless now
that provision 15 made in the Estimates
submifted to Parliament.

Hon, . Randell: They are practically
repealed now, all of them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes;
they are not in use. We are repealing
out-of-date sections and removing them
from the statute-book. The clause also
repeals Section 3 of the Elementary Edu-
cation Act of 1871, which sets apart £3
10s. per head on the average attendance
for the support of Government schools
to be appropriated from the edueational
grant; and the same remark applies.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: That does not
alter the alowanece to teachers in sparsely
populated distriets?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
is provided under the old Act that Par-
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liament shall grant £3 10s. for atiend-
ance, and under the other section £4 10s.;
this is not done now. The Public Eduea-
tion Aet of 1899, Section 6, whieh is
really Clanse 2 of the Bill, repeals that
seetlon; it is out of date and not used.
The same thing applies to the last por-
tion of the schedule, whick repeals other
sections of Aects now m existence. I do
not think farther explanation is neces-
sary. These amendments are intended
for the better working of the Education
Act.

Question pui and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION
AND ARBITRATION.
In Commitlee.
Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—What societies may be re-
gistered :

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Was it
necessary to go farther with the Bill to-
night? He was in the unfortunate posi-
tion of having seen enly the outside of
the Bill this afternocn, and while deal-
ing with other measures he had been
reading np Hansard to see what progress
had been made with the Bill. There was
no necessity for hot haste with this great
measure. He had not had an oppor-
tunity of studying the provisions. From
a ecasual glance at the Bill, very import-
ant changes were made in the industrial
coneiliation and arbitration law of the
State. He had not had the pleasure of
hearing the Colonial Secretary’s speech
in moving the second reading, but he had
been trying to read the remarks in Han-
sard. This Bill was of first-rate magni-
tude, and should not be hurried through.

The Colonial Secretary did not admit
it had been hurried.

Hon. J. W. Haclkett: So far as he was
coneerned.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
was now over a month since the Bill
had been introduced, and a considerable
time had been permitted to elapse after
the seeond reading in order that members
might bave an opportunity of inquiring
into the Bill. Some members had heen



756 RBzserve
away during the early part of the session
—[Hon. Dr. Hackett : Some were still
ahsent] —but the business of the country
could not wait the return of other mem-
bers now awav. However, he had no de-
sire to hhwry the business, and to meet the
desire of members he now moved :—
That progress be reported und leqve
asked to sit agaid on Tuesday next.
Motion passed ; progress reported.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES RE-
DEDICATION.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly} in moving the second
reading said : This is a purely formal
measure. A certain reserve at Kal-
goorlie, No. 6895, was some years ago
vested in a body kuown as the Kalgoorlie
and Distriet (ala Trades Association.
They made considerable improvements on
the ground ; fenced it, and altogether
expended considerably over £1,000 on it.
Later on they got into financial difficulties
and owed fo various ‘ereditors some
£1,600 ; among others the Western Aus-
tralian Bank being a eveditor to the
amount of £1,200 odd. The bank fore-
elosed, and in order that the land might
not be sacrificed the Government agreed
to re-purchase it by paying off the liabili-
ties ; and for that pwrpose there was
provided on last year's Estimates a som
of £1,600. The improvements on the
land are worth the greater part of that
amount. It is now proposed to subdivide
portion of the land and offer it for sale
as town lots. By this means it is believed
that the amount paid for the land will
be recouped. Five acres are to be a
municipal reserve, and handed over to
the Kalgoorlie Municipal Couneil.

Hon. M. L. Moss : What is the area
of the land ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Seme 25 or 30 acres—I am not certain
as to the area ; but five acres are to be
reserved and the remainder cut up into
town lots. T wove :—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) : This is a
far from satisfactory explanation of the
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at Kalyoorlie,

matter the Bill proposes to deal wiih;
and I should be pleased if I could get a
little more information with-vegard to
it.

The Colonial Secretary : What farther
information do yon wish ?

Hon. M. L. MOSS : In a nutshell. it
appears that a society at Kalgoorlie had
20 or 23 acres of land vested in thewm ;
they became incorporated, apparvently
taking advantage of the Act of 1893, and
ran ap £1,600 or £1,700 Hability to the
hank and other ereditors. In respeet of this
linbility, the Aet provides that there shall
be no personal obligation on the managing
cainmittee of the incorporated society. The
society appavently held this ground from
the Government for recreation and show
purposes ; and in order to prevent the
2round being seized, the Government evi-
dently came to the rescue, found £1,600
to pay off the liabilities ; and now, as I
understand from the Minister, portion of
this land is being ent off and sold as town
lots in Kalgoorlie, and the halanee prac-
tically handed back for recreation pur-
poses, nol to the same body it is irue,
but to the municipal authority of Kal-
zomlic.  The money was voted last
sesston, although it is infoermation to e
that Parliament passed a voie of this
deseription ; bhut it seems ito me ew-
minently unsatisfactory that a body
charged with the administration of a
pieee of land of this eharaeter should
have ineurred responsibility to the tune
of £1,600, and that the Government should
have found the wmoney to pay off that
liability. T think the whole thing is un-
satisfactory indeed. By this Bill the
land is to be revested in the Crown, and T
do not know that the passing of the Bill
will do any great injury ; but it seems
to me that the whole transaction in eon-
nection with this land and the paying off
the £1,600 is unsatisfactory indeed. We
are absolutely in the dark.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
reply as mover) : T deny that the ex-
planation given is unsatisfactory, or that
we are totally in the dark. I wasnot able
from wmemory to give the full details.
The other Bill that I thought would have
oceupied some time having been suddenly
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adjourned, I was not able for the moment
to place my hand on the partienlars ;
but having since heen able to do so, I
will now give those particulars to the
House. The land contains 27 acres—
that is the only information the want of
which the hon. member eomplained of—
.and was in 1903 vested in the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder Trades Gala Society for the
purposes of a show ground. The society
afterwards obtained permission to bor-
row £100 on the land. TIn 1904 they
applied to the Government for financial
assistanee to the amount of £230. This
they were refused, but were gziven an
annual grant of £30 in aid of their show.
A couple of vears ago the gala shows
eeased, and by that time debts had accu-
mulated to the amount of £1,600. The
-Government took over the mortgage from
the bank ; and now this Bill proposes
simply to revest the land in the Crown.
Five acres are to be reserved ; but they
will not be handed over to the same
people—[Hon. M. L. Mess : I did not
-say to the same people]—but to the
muncipality of Kalgoorlie, as a muni-
cipal reserve. Members who know Kal-
goorlie will know this piece of land,
Iying near the racecowrse, towards the
south-west corner of the lownsite

Hon. G. Randell : What is to become
«©of the remainder ¥

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
I have already explained that the re-
maining 22 acres, less streets and rights-
of-way, are to be cut up and sold as town
lots.

Hon. J. W. Hackett :
value of it ; £10 per aere ¢

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Mueh more than that, I think. There
would be no difficulty in getting £20 for a
quarter-acre block there.  Though the
value of land has deeclined since I lived
in Kalgoorlie, at that time one could
not get a quarter-acre for anyihing like
£20. I may add that there has been a
considerable demand for land so eut up
during the last two years. I apologise
if T did not supply sufficient information
at the oatset ; but I deny that the ex-
planation was unsatisfactory.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : When the
Minister first moved the second reading,

What is the
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one name was read out as that of the
society whieh held the land ; in |is
second speech another name was quoted,
and ihere is a third name in the Hill
Do these all refer to the same land !

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I
may not, in speaking, have given the cor-
rect title of the society, which is “ Kal-
woorlie and Boulder Trades Gala Society,
Incorporated.” The hon. member may be
satistied that the name printed in the Biil
is the proper title.

Hon, J. T. GLOWREY rose to speak.

The PRESIDENT : It is usual always
for the Minister to wind up a debate, [s
it the wish of the House that the hon.
member be heard 7

Assent given,

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY : T rise merely
to say I remember the eircumstances that
led up to the Govermment making this
advance and taking over this land. T
know the praperty well, and I think the
Government will make a very good deal
and probably make a profit out of the sale
of the land. T know that what is con-
eerning soine hon. members is a fear of
2 possible loss. I do not fear there will
be any loss ; on the contrary, I think
there will he a profit.

Question passed ; Bill read a second
time.

BILL—POLICE FORCE {(COXNSOLI-
DATION}).
In Commiltee.

Clauses 1 to end—agreed to.

Title ;

On motion by the Colonial Secretary,
progress reported and leave given to sit
again.

BILL—POLICE OFFENCES
SOLIDATION).
In Commitlee.
Clauses 1 to 15—agreed to.
Clause 16—Penalty when drunk in
charge of a child:
Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved an amend-
ment—
That the word “seven,” in line 2, be
struck out, and “twelve” inserted in lieu,

(CON-
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A child of eleven years, when in an hotel,
needed as much protection as a child of
seven. The words “having charge” were
too vague.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
was no objection to the amendment, if it
was not going too far .

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY : There was a
danger that if a grown-up child was sent
to bring its parent home and the parent
was drunk, & mistake might be wmade and
the parent might be liable to a month’s
imprisonment.

Amendment passed.

Subelause 2 amended consequentially:
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 17, 18, 19—agreed to.

Clause 20—Prohibition of sale of
liguor to persons declared to be habitunal
drunkards:

Hon. J. W, HACKETT: Where was
this provision taken from?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
was a similar provision in the Licensing
Act. This was a redrafting.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : The provision
i1 the Licensing Aet would still exist?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes. It was
not repealed.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: In the Licen-
sing Act it did not make the habitual
drunkard subjeet to farther punishment,
as this clause would do.

The Colonial Secretary: The latter
part of the clause was the same as the
law in England.

Clause passed.

Clauses 21 to 34—agreed to.

Clause 35—Male persons connected
with prostitution:

Hou. C. A. PIESSE: This clanse pro-
vided that any male person who per-
sistently solicited should be liable to im-
prisonment. There was no need for the
word “ persistently” ; the one offence
should be sufiicient to bring such persons
within the four corners of the law.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt
was the existing law. It would be rather
severe to inflict imprisonment fer 12
months for the first offence.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE mwoved an amend-
ment—

That the word “persistenily” be struck
oui.
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Hon. J. W. Hackett:
dangerous.

Amendment withdrawn; elause passed.

Clauses 36 and 37—agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

It would he too

ADJOUENMENT.

The House adjourned at 6.15 o’clock,
until the next day.

Legislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 15th August, 1907.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
¢’elock.

Prayers.

ELECTORAL—WEST FPERTH,
RESIGNATION.

Mr. SPEAKER intimated that he had
received the resignation of Mr». F. Illing-
worth, member for West Perth.

On motion by the Premier, seat de-
clared vacant.

QUESTION—CAMELS IMPORTA-
TION, REGULATIONS.
Mr. MALE asked the Minister for
Agriculture : 1, Has his attention been
drawn to the fact that the newspapers in



